
Prompt	  
Number VDOE	  Released	  Prompts

1
There	  are	  many	  different	  kinds	  of	  entertainment,	  such	  as	  music,	  games,	  books,	  or	  movies.	  	  Explain	  your	  
favorite	  type	  of	  entertainment	  and	  why	  you	  like	  it.

2 What	  is	  something	  you	  want	  to	  learn	  to	  do?	  Explain	  what	  you	  would	  like	  to	  learn	  and	  why.

3
Imagine	  your	  school	  closes	  for	  the	  day,	  and	  you	  can	  do	  anything	  you	  want.	  	  What	  will	  you	  do?	  Write	  a	  
story	  about	  what	  happens.

4
Suppose	  you	  had	  the	  opportunity	  to	  travel	  anywhere	  you	  wanted.	  	  Write	  to	  explain	  where	  you	  would	  go	  
and	  why.

5
Think	  about	  something	  you	  would	  like	  to	  change	  about	  your	  school.	  Write	  to	  explain	  what	  you	  would	  
change	  and	  why.

6
Think	  about	  a	  special	  event	  you	  experienced.	  	  Write	  to	  explain	  the	  event	  and	  why	  it	  was	  important	  to	  
you.

7 People	  oCen	  help	  one	  another.	  	  Write	  to	  explain	  how	  you	  or	  someone	  you	  know	  who	  helps	  others.
8 Think	  of	  someone	  or	  something	  that	  is	  special	  to	  you.	  	  Write	  to	  explain	  what	  is	  special	  to	  you	  and	  why.
9 What	  is	  one	  item	  you	  would	  like	  to	  have?	  Write	  to	  describe	  the	  item	  and	  explain	  why	  you	  want	  it.

10
Imagine	  a	  local	  newspaper	  reporter	  wants	  to	  know	  about	  your	  favorite	  school	  event.	  	  Write	  to	  describe	  
the	  event	  and	  explain	  why	  it	  is	  your	  favorite.

11
Who	  is	  your	  favorite	  teacher?	  Write	  to	  describe	  which	  teacher	  you	  like	  best	  and	  explain	  what	  makes	  him	  
or	  her	  special.

12
Imagine	  one	  of	  your	  teachers	  asks	  you	  to	  bring	  something	  special	  to	  show	  the	  class.	  	  Write	  to	  describe	  
the	  item	  and	  explain	  why	  you	  would	  like	  to	  show	  it.

13 Think	  about	  a	  pet	  you	  would	  like	  to	  own.	  	  Write	  to	  explain	  what	  you	  would	  choose	  and	  why.

14
Think	  of	  someone	  who	  is	  brave.	  	  Write	  to	  describe	  this	  person	  and	  explain	  how	  her	  or	  she	  shows	  
bravery.



15
Imagine	  you	  are	  going	  on	  a	  field	  trip	  in	  a	  bus	  created	  especially	  for	  kids.	  	  Describe	  this	  bus	  and	  explain	  
why	  kids	  will	  like	  it.

16
Think	  about	  a	  favorite	  toy	  you	  have	  now	  or	  had	  when	  you	  were	  younger.	  	  Describe	  the	  toy	  and	  tell	  why	  it	  
is	  your	  favorite.

17
Imagine	  you	  received	  a	  package	  in	  the	  mail	  from	  a	  special	  person.	  	  Using	  details,	  write	  about	  what	  
happened	  when	  you	  opened	  the	  package.	  *Prompt	  has	  a	  picture	  of	  a	  package.

18 Think	  of	  an	  object	  that	  is	  important	  to	  you.	  	  Write	  to	  describe	  this	  object	  and	  explain	  why	  it	  is	  important.

19
Imagine	  one	  day	  at	  school	  you	  are	  allowed	  to	  create	  a	  rule	  for	  students	  to	  follow.	  	  Explain	  the	  rule	  you	  
create	  and	  why	  you	  choose	  to	  make	  that	  rule.	  	  Be	  sure	  to	  include	  details.

20
If	  you	  could	  make	  one	  wish	  that	  would	  help	  others,	  what	  would	  you	  wish	  for	  and	  why?	  Write	  to	  explain	  
what	  wish	  you	  could	  make	  and	  how	  it	  would	  help	  others.	  	  Be	  sure	  to	  include	  details.

21
Think	  of	  you	  favorite	  place	  to	  eat.	  	  The	  locaJon	  could	  be	  at	  home,	  school,	  a	  park,	  a	  restaurant,	  or	  
another	  place.	  	  Write	  to	  explain	  why	  this	  is	  your	  favorite	  place	  to	  eat.

22
Your	  teacher	  gives	  you	  a	  camera	  and	  asks	  you	  to	  take	  pictures	  of	  three	  things	  you	  like	  at	  school.	  	  Explain	  
what	  you	  would	  take	  pictures	  of	  and	  why	  you	  like	  these	  things.

23
There	  is	  a	  saying	  that	  Jme	  goes	  by	  quickly	  when	  you	  are	  having	  fun.	  	  Write	  about	  an	  exciJng	  event	  in	  
which	  the	  Jme	  seemed	  to	  go	  by	  faster	  than	  usual.

24
Write	  about	  a	  Jme	  you	  worked	  hard	  for	  something.	  	  For	  example,	  you	  may	  have	  worked	  hard	  to	  win	  a	  
game,	  make	  money	  for	  something,	  or	  earn	  a	  reward	  in	  class.	  	  Tell	  what	  you	  did	  and	  how	  you	  felt.

25
Imagine	  you	  find	  an	  old	  leNer	  tucked	  inside	  a	  library	  book.	  	  The	  leNer	  reveals	  that	  there	  is	  a	  hidden	  
passageway	  somewhere	  at	  your	  school.	  	  Write	  about	  your	  search	  for	  the	  passageway	  and	  where	  it	  leads.

26 Imagine	  something	  wonderful	  happened	  to	  you.	  	  Write	  to	  describe	  your	  experience.

27
Think	  about	  a	  trip	  you	  went	  on	  with	  your	  class,	  family,	  friends,	  or	  a	  group.	  	  Write	  about	  what	  happened	  
on	  the	  trip.

28
Imagine	  someone	  made	  an	  exciJng	  announcement	  at	  school.	  Write	  about	  the	  announcement	  and	  what	  
happened	  next.



29
Suppose	  a	  door	  suddenly	  appears	  as	  you	  are	  walking	  down	  the	  hall.	  	  Write	  about	  what	  happens	  when	  
you	  open	  the	  door.

30
Imagine	  one	  day	  you	  wake	  up	  and	  discover	  you	  are	  invisible.	  	  Write	  to	  describe	  where	  you	  go	  and	  what	  
you	  do.

31
Think	  about	  a	  Jme	  you	  were	  kind.	  	  Write	  to	  describe	  the	  situaJon	  and	  what	  happened	  as	  a	  result	  of	  
your	  kindness.

32
Think	  about	  a	  Jme	  something	  exciJng	  or	  funny	  happened.	  	  Write	  about	  the	  exciJng	  or	  funny	  experience	  
and	  what	  happened.

33
Think	  about	  a	  Jme	  you	  pracJced	  or	  prepared	  for	  an	  important	  event.	  	  Write	  about	  what	  happened.	  	  Be	  
sure	  to	  include	  details.

34
Imagine	  you	  are	  any	  animal	  you	  want	  to	  be	  for	  a	  day.	  	  Write	  to	  tell	  where	  you	  live	  and	  what	  you	  do.	  	  Be	  
sure	  to	  include	  details	  in	  your	  story.

35
Imagine	  a	  fish	  popped	  its	  head	  out	  of	  the	  water	  and	  said	  something.	  	  What	  would	  you	  do?	  Write	  a	  story	  
about	  what	  happened.	  	  Be	  sure	  to	  include	  details	  in	  your	  story.	  *Prompt	  has	  a	  video	  of	  a	  goldfish	  
swimming	  in	  a	  clear	  glass	  fish	  bowl.

36
Think	  about	  a	  Jme	  when	  you	  were	  brave.	  	  Perhaps	  you	  had	  to	  speak	  in	  front	  of	  the	  class,	  do	  something	  
that	  was	  difficult,	  or	  ride	  a	  fast	  roller	  coaster.	  	  Write	  about	  what	  happened.	  	  Be	  specific	  and	  include	  
details.

37
Imagine	  yourself	  as	  a	  superhero.	  	  You	  might	  be	  able	  to	  see	  through	  walls,	  fly,	  or	  swim	  like	  a	  fish.	  	  Write	  
about	  your	  superhuman	  power	  and	  what	  happens	  when	  you	  use	  it.

38
Think	  of	  a	  Jme	  when	  someone	  did	  something	  special	  for	  you.	  	  Perhaps	  the	  person	  sent	  a	  card,	  helped	  
with	  homework,	  or	  cooked	  a	  food	  you	  like.	  	  Write	  about	  this	  Jme	  and	  include	  details.

39
Imagine	  you	  and	  a	  friend	  found	  a	  spaceship.	  	  The	  door	  opened	  and	  you	  looked	  inside.	  	  Write	  about	  what	  
happened.

40
Imagine	  your	  friend	  has	  a	  car	  that	  talks	  and	  flies.	  	  The	  car	  can	  do	  other	  amazing	  things	  too.	  	  Your	  friend	  
takes	  you	  for	  a	  ride.	  	  Write	  to	  tell	  what	  happened	  when	  your	  friend	  took	  you	  for	  a	  ride	  in	  the	  car.



41
Imagine	  a	  helicopter	  with	  a	  famous	  person	  on	  board	  landed	  near	  your	  school.	  	  The	  person	  was	  coming	  
to	  visit	  your	  class.	  	  Who	  was	  the	  person,	  and	  what	  happened	  when	  he	  or	  she	  came	  to	  your	  classroom?

42
Imagine	  one	  day	  you	  were	  outside	  and	  came	  across	  a	  vine	  covered	  stone	  wall.	  	  In	  the	  middle	  of	  the	  wall	  
was	  a	  locked	  wooden	  gate	  with	  a	  golden	  key	  hanging	  next	  to	  it.	  	  Using	  details,	  write	  a	  story	  about	  what	  
happened.	  *Prompt	  has	  a	  picture	  of	  	  a	  vine-‐covered	  wall	  with	  a	  wooden	  door.

43
Imagine	  you	  were	  awakened	  one	  morning	  by	  a	  talking	  parrot.	  	  “I	  know	  where	  a	  treasure	  is	  buried,”	  it	  
squawked.	  	  Using	  details,	  write	  a	  story	  about	  what	  happened.	  *Prompt	  has	  a	  picture	  of	  a	  parrot.

44
Think	  about	  your	  favorite	  year	  in	  school.	  	  Was	  it	  kindergarten,	  first	  grade,	  second	  grade,	  or	  another	  
grade?	  Write	  to	  explain	  why	  the	  year	  you	  chose	  was	  your	  favorite.


